THE IMPACT

The Building Partnerships
Initiative continues to enhance
the safety and well-being of
persons with disabilities and
older adults, providing the
groundwork for effective
investigations of crimes
committed against persons with
disabilities and older adults, as
well as prevention strategies.
Through the efforts of BPI,
thousands of individuals have
been trained to effectively
recognize, report, investigate
abuse and neglect, and
prosecute crimes committed
against persons with a disability
and older adults, including
adults with disabilities, local and
state police, adult protection
and human service investigators,
assistant district attorneys,
victim witness advocates, court
and medical personnel, human
service providers and others.

The initiative has changed the
way our state addresses crimes
committed against persons with
disabilities and older adults,
affording them the same
protections and rights as the
public at large while holding
offenders accountable.
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BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE PROTECTION OF PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES AND OLDER ADULTS

ABOUT

Building Partnerships for the Protection of Persons with Disabilities and Older Adults
(BPI) is a statewide Massachusetts initiative that, using a multidisciplinary approach,
links law enforcement and prosecutors, adult protection and human services, self-
advocates and others to address abuse, neglect and crimes committed against persons
with a disability and older adults. Established in 1999, BPI is currently funded through
an interstate agreement from the Massachusetts Department of Developmental
Services (DDS) to the Office of Hampden District Attorney Anthony D. Gulluni.

GOALS OF THE INITIATIVE

Through formal Memorandums of Understanding (MOU), BPI brings together, in each
Massachusetts county, the District Attorney, Disabled Persons Protection
Commission (DPPC), human service organizations and law enforcement agencies and
establishes protocols for the investigation and prosecution of cases involving victims
with a disability.

The goals of the initiative are:

e To provide protection, treatment and continuity of care for persons with a
disability and older adults who are a victim of crime

e To ensure that crimes committed against persons with a disability and older adults
are promptly reported and investigated

e To increase communication and cooperation between law enforcement and
agencies providing services to persons with a disability and older adults

e To increase awareness of crimes committed against persons with a disability and
older adults

THE STEERING COMMITTEE

The work of BPI, including its training and legislative activities, is coordinated and
overseen by a steering committee. The BPI Steering Committee is co-chaired by
Disabled Persons Protection Commission (DPPC) Executive Director Nancy A. Alterio
and retired Northwestern District Attorney Elizabeth D. Scheibel. Other steering
committee members include representatives of adult protection and human services,
district attorneys, the attorney general and state police, victim services, public health,
and self-advocates.

The Steering Committee oversees BPI initiatives, such as the Prosecutors, Adult
Protective Services (APS) and Law Enforcement (PAL) Working Group that addresses
issues related to investigations and prosecutions involving victims with a disability
and older adults, and the Peer Support Network (PSN) that brings together survivors
of sexual violence with disabilities to support each other on their path to healing.

REPORTING ABUSE AND NEGLECT

Each year, DPPC receives thousands of reports of abuse and neglect through its
24-hour Hotline at (800) 426-9009. Deaf or Hard of Hearing callers, please use VRS
or MassRelay at 711. DPPCC's State Police Detective Unit (SPDU) reviews every
complaint the DPPC Hotline receives to determine which ones constitute criminal
acts against a person with a disability.


tel:8004269009
https://mabuildingpartnershipsinitiative.com/
https://mabuildingpartnershipsinitiative.com/




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		BPI Overview Info Sheet 11.2025.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

